28                . HISTORICAL ACCOUNT

hands of every scholar, I shall content myself with
merely referring to it. Many other Moralities are yet
extant, of some of which I shall give titles below1.
Of one, which is not now extant, we have a curious
account in a book entitled, Mount Tabor, or Private
Exercises of a Penitent Sinner, by R. W. [R. Willis]
Esqr. published in the year of his age 75, Anno Do-
mini, 1639; an extract from which will give the rea-
der a more accurate notion of the old Moralities than
a long dissertation on the subject.

" UPON A STAGE-PLAY WHICH I SAW WHEN
I WAS A CHILD.

" In the city of Gloucester the manner is, (as I
think it is in other like corporations,) that when
players of enterludes come to towne, they first attend
the Mayor, to enforme him what noblemans servants
they are, and so to get licence for their publike play-
ing ; and if the Mayor like the actors, or would shew
respect to their lord and master, he appoints them to
play their first play before himself, and the Alderman
and Common-Counsel! of the city; and that is called
the Mayor s play: where every one that will, comes in
without money, the Mayor giving the players a reward
as hee thinks fit to shew respect unto them. At such
a play, my father tooke me with him and made me
stand between his leggs, as he sate upon one of the

1 Magnificence, written by John Skelton; Hycke Scorner,
about 1520 ; Impatient Poverty, 1560 ; The Life and Repentance
of Marie Magdalene,^ 1567 ; The Trial of Treasure, 1567 ; The
Nice Wanton, 1568; The Disobedient Child, no date; The
Marriage of Wit and Science, 1570 ; The Interlude of Youth, no
date; The Longer thou Livest, the More Fool thou Art, no date;
The Interlude of Wealth and Health, no date; All for Money,
1578; The Conflict of Conscience, 1581; The Three Ladies of
London, 1584?; The Three Lords of London, 1590; Tom Tyler
and his Wife, &c.